
Mike Caridi, owner of Long Island Sandblast Service, prepares a stencil before etching new names onto
the September 11 Memorial at Holy Rood Cemetery in Westbury on Friday.
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It’s been nearly 20 years
since the 9/11 terrorist attacks
on the World Trade Center, and
the list of the victims keeps
growing at a Catholic cemetery
in Westbury.

On Friday, workers sand-
blasted another 100 names onto
the black marble wall that rises
on a special lot at the Cemetery
of the Holy Rood, adding to the
414 that were already there.

The new names are from fam-
ilies of victims who never sub-
mitted the names of their loved
ones, or are of firefighters, po-
lice and other first responders
who worked in the rescue ef-
fort and died years later of
9/11-related illnesses.

The latter group has been in-
cluded on the wall for the first
time. Of the 100 names added
Friday, about one-third were
people who died on 9/11 itself.

The names of the victims who
died on Sept. 11, 2001, are etched
onto the front of the wall. Those
who died of related causes from
the toxic air at Ground Zero are
memorialized on the back.

The victims’ names are fol-
lowed by their profession: fire-
fighter, police officer, bond
trader, airline captain.

Catholic Cemeteries of Long
Island decided to send out the

open invitation for new names
to be added as part of cere-
monies marking the 20th an-
niversary of the worst terrorist
attack in the history of the
United States.

“As we approached the 20th
anniversary, we knew something

special had to be done,” said
Richard Bie, president and CEO
of Catholic Cemeteries of Long
Island. “We knew that there
were many, many more people
than the 414 names that we had
memorialized on this wall.”

The victims listed must be

from Long Island or have some
connection to the region, such as
a close relative who lives here.

Nearly 500 Long Islanders
were among the almost 3,000
people killed on 9/11 at the World
Trade Center, the Pentagon and
on a plane that crashed in

Shanksville, Pennsylvania. More
than 2,000 first responders, of-
fice workers and residents of
lower Manhattan — including a
large number from Long Island
— have since died from a 9/11-re-
lated illness, advocates said.

Bie said he expects more peo-
ple to be added to the latter list.

“They deserve to be memori-
alized,” he said.

The nature of their faith does
not matter — victims of any re-
ligion are accepted for inclu-
sion on the wall.

There was no charge to the
families. Catholic Cemeteries
has paid for the entire project,
though Bie did not immediately
know the cost.

The monument was initially
built in 2003. The area around
it also includes more than two
dozen victims of the attack
who are buried there.

The addition of the names is
part of the cemetery’s prepara-
tion for an outdoor Mass to be
celebrated on Sept. 11 at 1 p.m.,
with Bishop John Barres presid-
ing. Cemetery officials expect a
crowd of at least 700 people.

“It is important that we re-
member the victims of the at-
tacks, those who rushed to
their aid and all who selflessly
gave of themselves afterwards
at Ground Zero, suffering years
of chronic health conditions
and related illnesses,” Bie said.
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RFK’s assassin gets parole
But release from
prison is up to
Calif. governor

Sirhan Sirhan

TOP STORIES

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — California’s
parole board voted Friday to
free Robert F. Kennedy’s assas-
sin after two of RFK’s sons said
they supported releasing him
and prosecutors declined to
argue he should be kept behind
bars. But the governor ulti-
mately will decide if Sirhan
Sirhan leaves prison.

Douglas Kennedy was a tod-
dler when his father was
gunned down in 1968. He told a
two-person board panel that he
was moved to tears by Sirhan’s
remorse and that the 77-year-
old should be released if he’s

not a threat to others.
“I’m overwhelmed just by

being able to view Mr. Sirhan
face to face,” he said. “I’ve lived
my life both in fear of him and
his name in one way or another.
And I am grateful today to see
him as a human being worthy
of compassion and love.”

Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who has
spoken in favor of his release in
the past, wrote in favor of parol-
ing Sirhan. He said in the letter
that he met him in prison and
was moved by Sirhan.

“While nobody can speak
definitively on behalf of my fa-
ther, I firmly believe that based
on his own consuming commit-
ment to fairness and justice, that
he would strongly encourage
this board to release Mr. Sirhan
because of Sirhan’s impressive
record of rehabilitation,” he said
in a letter submitted during the
hearing to the board.

Sirhan, whose hair is now
white, smiled, thanked the board
and gave a thumbs-up after the
decision to grant parole was an-
nounced. It was a major victory
in his 16th attempt at parole after
he’s served 53 years. But it does
not assure his release.

The ruling will be reviewed

over the next 120 days by the
board’s staff. Then it will be
sent to the governor, who will
have 30 days to decide whether
to grant it, reverse it or modify
it. If Sirhan is freed, he must
live in a transitional home for
six months, enroll in an alcohol
abuse program and get therapy.

Robert F. Kennedy was a U.S.
senator from New York and the
brother of President John F.
Kennedy, who was assassinated
in 1963. RFK was seeking the
Democratic presidential nomi-
nation when he was gunned
down at the Ambassador Hotel
in Los Angeles moments after
delivering a victory speech in
the pivotal California primary.
Five others were wounded.

Sirhan, who insists he doesn’t
remember the shooting and had
been drinking alcohol just before-
hand, was convicted of first-de-
gree murder. He was sentenced

to death after his conviction, but
that sentence was commuted to
life when the California
Supreme Court briefly outlawed
capital punishment in 1972.

At his last parole hearing in
2016, commissioners concluded
after more than three hours of
intense testimony that Sirhan
did not show adequate remorse
or understand the enormity of
his crime.

On Friday, Sirhan again said he
didn’t recall the killing, but he
made multiple attempts to show
nonetheless he takes responsibil-
ity for the harm he caused.

“Sen. Kennedy was the hope
of the world . . . and I harmed
all of them and it pains me to
experience that, the knowledge
for such a horrible deed, if I did
in fact do that,” said Sirhan, ap-
pearing on camera from a San
Diego County prison at the vir-
tual proceeding.
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